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Dissent

Over MALE UAV Pick

Ey PIERRE TRAN

PARIS — Framce’s choice of the
Heron TP medium-altibode long-+n-
durance UAV has military officlals
wondering whether the Israel Acro-
apace Industries drone will weaken
interoperability with allies amd un-
Britain, according fo sonrces close
to the deal.

The joint chiefs of staff voiced
their reservations al a Septerber
ministerial investment committes
mesting, sources familiar with the
talks said :

“It was a contested choice,” one

The military would have to as-
surme the consequences, which had
been underestimated at the tome of
the selection. The Dhrection
(énérale de I'Armement (DGA)
procurement office’s work on the
technical specifications had litte ef-
fect om the decision,

A Defense Ministry official con-
firmed the dissent. Asked about the
rustuire of @ dispute at the Seplember
mintsterial meeting, the official sid,
“TUAVs"

The joint chief of staff and [GA
dechined to cormment.

The: Heron TP phek reflected a po-
litical choice by President Nicolas
Sarkozy to support Dassanlt Avia-
tion in France's drive to consolidate
its defense industry, said Patricia
Adarn, a member of pariasent.

Work on UAVS is seen as essential
to maintaining and bullding aero-
space design and enginecring com-
petences in Europe as a bridge to
any fiuture fighter jet program.

By picking Dassault, the French
government effectively selected a
national champion owver EADS,
which iz jointly owned by France,
Germany and Spain.

The presidertial pick ked to & sur-
prise announcement in July by De-
fense Mimister CGiérmnd Longuet that
ations with Dassault, based on its of-
fier of the Heron TR

The choice of an interim MALE.
UAV pitted Dassault against EADS,

which offered the Predator B, or
Beaper, from General Atorodcs,
Military officials had quietly
pueshed fior the Reaper, as that would
have France joining American,
British and alian forces in fying the
1.5, gystem, and increasing French

forces' interoperability in the field,
notably by sharing maintenance,

The Reaper can also be armed,
which is seen as a ke requirenent

The Heron TP UAY would be an
imterirn solution adapted to French
needs, creating work for domestic
companies and providing added val-
e, the Defense Ministry said in a
July 21 statement. The adaptation
work would help restructure the in-
dustrial sector for a next-generation
MALE TTAV to be built vnder Anglo-
French cooperation in 2020, tw min-
iy maid

That was the intent, but there is
skepticiam in some circles.

Jean-Plerre Maulny, deputy direc-
tor at think tank Institut des Rela-
tions Internationales & Stratégiques,
suicd there was concern ab the THGA
abourt, selection of the Heron TR

“The Heron TP risks slowing
down development of a European
UAV program,” he said. “There are
concerns that the Heron TF would
e vty Terseedi, with very fitte con-
tribution from Dassault, allowing
very little scope for French or Euro-
pean work.”

That would hamper the French
coptribution to the LAY with Britain
under the bilateral cooperation
treaty, Manlny said.

Chief Executive Loie Tribot La

Spiere ol think fank Centre de
ﬁwﬂ_ uﬂh‘uﬁ.‘mﬁ MPM aof
the reason fior selection of the Heron
TP was a poliical response to the
175 Alr Force's chotee of Boeing
over Airhus for the 06 hiltion KC-X
alr tanker tender.

Support for the Dassauit/Heron
TT* camwe from parhament member
Jean-Clande Viellet, who said it was
a *a reasonable choice,” one that
woruld mesed an Emmediate need and
allow skdlls to develop for the fubane
Anglo-French TTAV

The 1.5, authorities granted un-
precedented access to French chief
of staff Adm. Edousrd Guillasd dur-
ing his July 2000 visit to Cresch Alr
Force Base in Nevada, the opera-
tions center for the Reaper fleet in
Afghanistan, a 1.8 official sabd.

Also in Judy, 115, Defense Under-
secretary Michéle Floumoy and &
deputy defense secretary discussed
the Reaper in their meetings with
DGEA chief Lanrent. Collet-Hillon,

France stoppesd short of sending a
officially ssked for price information

|5RAFL AERDGICE INDUSTRES

Caomtroversial Choice: The French govermment's chosce of AL Haron TP LAY has
raised concerms about interoperability and cooperation with other nations,

om the Reaper. That meant the De-
fense Ministry could say it lacked
pricing to compare the competing
AV systems, which would have
shown the ULS product to be cheap-
er than the lsraeli one, critics of the
procedure said,

‘Sovercinty Kit’

‘The critics argue thers was mone
work available for French compa-
ndes umder a “sovereignty kil agreed
between (feneral Atomics and
EADS, which would adapt the
Heaper to neods set oul by the DGA

French firms, including Thales,
Safran’s Sagem and Zodine Data
Syatema, conbd work on the modifi-
cations, worth up to 40 percent of
the Reaper systemn's total 270 million
eurc (5371 million) valee, an exec-
utive: farniliar with the offer said.

That compared to 300 millinn eu-
ras for the Heron TP system,
inchuding five years” maintenance,
for which the French work was lin-
ited to 10 percent. of the total vahue,
the executive sad

Dassault and EADS declined
COTINeT.

In March 2008, EADS Defense &
Security France signed a coopera-
Lion agreement, with General Atom-
ics, the executive said. The agroe-
ot inchuded clanses toc

W Open aceess to interface data
for onbosard and groamd systems.

W Replace the RBeaper's line of
with systems developed for EADS'
Harfang MALF UAW

B Inbegrate a communications
SETVE

H REeplace the Raytheon optrondcs
bubble with a high-definition optical
CAIMETA

N Use EADS onboard mission
commpuler.

B Flug the Reaper into the French
systéme de commandement et de
conduite des operations adriens
commatd-and-control system, and
the NATO air (2 system.

B Create a mission test bench in
France.

B Integrate the Reaper into the
French Air Foree's logisties system.
W Ceytify French airworthiness,

W Perform mission planning.

The cooperation agreement. also
allowed France to” operate the
Reaper antonomonsly through chil
satellite Imks, and recognized BADS
as the desigm authority for mission

and communications.

The EADSAGeneral Atomics offer
covered seven air vehicles, com-
prising four operational units, two
units for attritlon and one for the
systems integration bench, two
ground stations, and five years of
Tnaintenanee,

There was also the possibility of
cooperation with Britain, the exec
tive said. UK. industry could install:

B A Seasprag-type radar from Se-
bex UK for maritime surveillance

B Commmnications or Astac elec-
tromic intelligence pod, working
with Cobham or Thales France.

B A yetto-be-developed tactical
communications pod using profes-
siomal mobile radio technology with
Cassichan UK or Thales Franee.

B MBDAS Brimstone missile, or
the light modular missile from
Thales UK

EADS had also marde seven unso-
licited proposals for upgrades of the
Harfang 1AV, which flew in Libya as
well a5 over Afghankstan,

General Atomics had three op-
tions for supplying the Reaper a ba-
sic model with delivery in 12
mkvths, a “mediom technology™ ver-
sion, in 18 months, and a “heavy
technology”™ or French adapted one
in 24 to 30 months.

An analyst said the Heron TP-
Dassault selection did not seem to
make indnstnial or operational sense

“The solution proposed by Das-
sanlt seens ‘nol alfordable™ the an-
alyst said. “1 am not sure the Heron
TF ewven adapted to French require-
ments, would offer total operalionad
sovereignty”

That might give geounds for dis-
sent by the jrint chiefs and the DGA,
the: amalyst sadd,

In operational soversignty, for ex-
ample, would Israel allow France to
iy the Heron TP in suppornt of forces
deployed as part of the ULN. peace-
keeping foree in southern Lebanon?
a parliamentary source ssked.

There was worry, however, that an
interim gap filler might mutate into
a long-term reality.

Member of parliament Frangois
Commt Gentille said, “The termporary
TAY should not become a perma-
nent sohation becanse of budgetary
pressure. We should not forget the
Anglo-French project, which should
he the basis of cooperation.” £
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